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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: N.A. 

TAGS: ELAB, OTRA, SP, PO 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF MSGR GEORGE C. HIGGINS 
REF: STATE 069032 (MADRID ONLY) 

1 . MSGR. HIGGINS HAD GOOD OPPORTUNITY TO FAMILIARIZE 
HIMSELF WITH SPANISH LABOR SCENE DURING HIS VISIT APRIL 
4-11. LAB ATT ARRANGED MEETINGS WITH BOTH SOCIALIST 

UGT (EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS JOSE MARIA ZUFIAUR AND 
FERNANDO SOLANO - FORMER HIGH-RANKED OFFICERS IN 
INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST USO, NOW MERGED WITH UGT), AND 
BASQUE STV (INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY ALEX AGUIRREZABAL). 
HIGGINS HAD MOST USEFUL CONVERSATION WITH THE AMBASSADOR 
CONCERNING SPANISH LABOR SITUATION. EMBASSY ALSO 
ARRANGED APPOINTMENT WITH MSGR. JESUS IRIBARREN, SECGEN 
OF SPANISH EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE. 

2. FOLLOWING MADRID VISIT, HIGGINS DECIDED TO STOP OFF 

IN PORTUGAL WHERE HE INTENDED CONSULT WITH LABATT LISBON. 
STABLER 
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